THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 

A prettie while thefe prettie creatures ftand, . 

Like luorie conduits corall cefterns filling : 

One iuftlie weepes, the other takes in hand 
No caufejbut compailie of her drops fpiiling. 

7 Their gentle fex to weepe are often willing* 

Greeuino; themfelues to gcfle at others (marts, 
And the they di own their eies,or break their harts. 

>■ For menhaue marble, women waxen mindes, 

And therefore are they form'd as marble will. 

The weake oppreft,th’impreflion offtrangekindes 
Is form’d in them by force, by fraud, or skill. 

Then call them not the Authors of their ill, 

No more then waxe (hall be accounted euill, 
Wherein is ftamptthe femblance of a Deuill. 

Their fmoothneflqlike a goodly champaine plainc, 
Laies open all the little wormes that creepe, 

In men as in a rough-growne groue remaine. 
Cauc-keeping euils that obicurely (leepe. 

Through chriftall wals cch little mote wilfpeepe, 

> Though me cacouer crimes with bold hern looks, 
; Poore womensfacesaretheir owne faults books. 
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THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 

No man inueigh againft the withered flowre. 

But chide rough wimer that the flowre hath kiid, 
Not that deuour’d, but that which doth deuour 
Is worthie blame, o let it not be hild 
Poore womens faults, that they arefo fulfild 

With mens abufes, tho(e proud Lords to blame, 
Make weak-made wome tenants to their (hame. 

The prefident whereof in Lvcrece view, 

A (fail’d by night with circumftances ftrong 
Ofprefent death, and ftiame that might iniuc. 

By that her death to do her husband wrong, 

Such danger to refiftance did belong : 

That dying feare through all her bodie Ipred, 

And who cannot abufe a bodie dead ? 

By this milde patience bidfaire L v c r e c e fpeake, 
To the poore counterfaite of her complayning, 

My girle, quoth ihee, on what occafion breakd* 
Thole tears fro thee, that downe thy cheeks arc raig- 
If thou dofi w e epe for griefe of my fuftaining: (tiing? 
Know gentle wench itfmall auailes my mood, 

, Iftears could help 3 mine own wcmld dome good. 
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